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2018 started with two great victories, the vote of the Members of European Parliament for the ban 
on electric fishing and the withdrawal of the Notre Dame des Landes airport project, in western 
France. You will find below an article about the first topic that resulted of an exemplary 
mobilization, but it is about the second that we want to talk here. This victory was won by the 
peasants who worked on these lands and by all those who occupied them in order to defend a 
preserved farmland ecosystem and to invent new ways of living. It is also a victory for the 
thousands of people who supported their exemplary fight, as they were convinced that the good 
intentions expressed by the governments during the Climate Conferences are not enough and that a 
deep questioning of our ways of life is absolutely necessary.

Five years ago, we stated in an editorial of this newsletter that the burial of this anachronistic airport
would not be a step back, but an opportunity to take the turn of the ecological and social transition 
as long as there was still time. The ecological transition, which is more and more touched upon in 
speeches, is still very poorly translated into reality. We therefore welcome both the decision of the 
French government, its consistency with its positioning re global warming and the courage of the 
opponents against the airport project who fought for decades on the ZAD Zone à développement 
différé (Postponed Development Area) renamed Zone à défendre (Area to be defended) and 
elsewhere, without whom these agricultural lands and this wetland would already have been 
concreted and irreversibly destroyed.

History is not a long calm river. There are rare moments, when the evolution of the balance of 
power provides opportunities that allow decision-making to break with prevailing trends. New 
spaces of creation then open up, the range of possibilities widens, but not always for a long enough 
period for this to result in legal, institutional and political changes. The AGTER project was born 
from this observation, made by people who had worked on different continents: collecting 
experiences related to the governance of land and natural resources, collectively analysing their 
successes or failures and making these reflections available for those who struggle and for decision 
makers, in order to contribute to the invention of new management methods, legal provisions and 
democratic forms.

As the fight against Notre Dame des Landes airport, the fight against the expansion of Larzac 
military camp that was victorious 37 years ago was not just a local struggle. The peasants of Larzac,
by creating the Société Civile des Terres du Larzac, enabled the management by the inhabitants of 
the plateau of lands that had been expropriated by the State, combining in a new way the rights of 
the State, those of the inhabitants of a territory and those of peasants and breeders. By acting 
outside the law at some point they helped to create new norms, a new law. At the same time, trade 
unionists and politicians were searching for new ways of managing rural territories that could adapt 
to new development requirements. In 1977 Edgar Pisani, the Minister of Agriculture who had been 
one of the architects of the modernization of French agriculture in the 1960s, proposed a project to 
create Land Offices, that was included in the joint program of the left in 1981, then abandoned by 
the government of François Mitterrand (see below the coverings of several articles of the 
documentary fund of AGTER on these subjects).

Governance of rural territories is still a relevant topic in France. We are witnessing a gradual but 
radical rethinking of the modernized peasant agriculture model that made the agricultural 
development of France after World War II possible. We are moving towards an agriculture model 
without farmers, which is controlled by the financial world, like in Argentina, Brazil, Russia or 



Ukraine. We must reverse the trend of spreading ever-larger production units, operating in the form 
of capitalist enterprises that increasingly mobilize capital from other sectors and whose financial 
profits often partly come from public subsidies.

Paradoxically, the interventions on land operated by the State for the construction of the airport can 
become an opportunity now, at the end of the fight: they facilitate the experimentation of other 
ecologically and socially sustainable governance mechanisms, together with all the actors who 
made the victory possible. Building the future of the territory of Notre Dame des Landes means 
exploring with them new forms of management of rural territories aiming at conservation and 
development on human scale of family farms that preserve the general interest starting with 
production of quality food and job creations.

In this newsletter, you will find a series of unpublished articles that discuss the importance of 
strengthening or creating collective rights management bodies at different levels, but first of all, at 
local level, in forest ecosystems in Guatemala and Cameroon, with or without indigenous 
populations. Implementing multi-level governance, run not only by States, with top-down binding 
global regulations, but also bottom up while recognizing various degrees of territorial autonomy, is 
a leitmotif of AGTER's work. Several articles in this newsletter contribute directly to this reflection,
especially those of our colleagues in Central America. We also touched on these issues in the land 
workshop and the 4 / 1000 initiative about soil carbon sequestration that was attended by several 
AGTER members. You can read a first report about it on the website of the Land Tenure and 
Development Technical Committee.


